
www.learn-in.eu

LEARN
H

EI
DE

LB
ER

G

SYMPOSIUM
[IN]

07.05.19 - 09.05.19

at SRH University Heidelberg

ABSTRACTS



University Network :

University of Minho

Funded by the DAAD from funds of the Federal Foreign Office:

THE ENVIRONMENT AS THE THIRD 
TEACHER: THE SCHOOL AS A DE-
MOCRATIC SPACE AND ITS RELATION 
TO THE CITY SPACE(S) FOR THE NEW 
PEDAGOGY AND THE CHALLENGES

OF THE 21ST CENTURY: FROM LE-
ARNING SPACES TO LIVING SPACES 
AND VICE VERSA THE ENVIRON-
MENT AS THE THIRD TEACHER: THE 
SCHOOL AS A DEMOCRATIC SPA-
CE AND ITS RELATION TO THE CITY 
SPACE(S) FOR THE NEW PEDAGOGY 
AND THE CHALLENGES OF THE 21ST 
CENTURY: FROM LEARNING SPACES 
TO LIVING SPACES AND VICE VERSA 
THE ENVIRONMENT AS THE THIRD 
TEACHER: THE SCHOOL AS A DE-
MOCRATIC SPACE AND ITS RELATION 
TO THE CITY SPACE(S) FOR THE NEW 



LEARN[IN] Symposium | ABSTRACTS

LEARN [IN] Abstracts for presentations
As presented in the program

,Learning with the ordinary environment‘  
Ana Mota

This paper presents two different places belonging to different stages of the author’s life 
which contributed to both personal and professional growth, outside the school environ-
ment.The first place represents the memory of a child, in a common Portuguese home, 
where the height between the floor and the roof is enough for a child to climb through a 
mailbox and experience in various ways the place she inhabits.
The second ordinary place was a team project which in one of the highest points of the 
territory allowed us to distinguish how powerful the electricity structures and lines are 
and their influence in human lives.

,Education happens‘  
Prof. Dr. Natacha Antao Moutinho, Prof. Dr. Mónica Faria and Adriana Oliveira
Education is a time, political, and geographical process that shows society‘s projects, 
ways of life and, for that reason, reflect interests, cultures, identities, ideals, and pur-
poses. At the School of Architecture of the University of Minho in Guimarães, we began 
a new  Bachelor in Visual Arts. We set off for the street, made the roads our school 
tables, the landscape our color palette and, occupying the school’s „museum“ we built a 
place of convergence, reflecting the multiple and divergent experiences that took place. 
Encompassing non-formal education, and recognizing that education takes place in a 
mediated and unmediated way, we question knowledge, time, space and history, pulling 
bake to a place where education cannot control or be controlled but and can be artistic 
and uncontrolled.

,Peace and symbolic production in Colombian architecture‘   
Prof. Francisco Ramírez and Liliana Clavijo

Colombian communities have been subjected to violence by different armed groups. 
The victims are diverse: colonizers, farmers, children, soldiers, police, social leaders. Vic-
tims and victimizers are two sides of the same coin. Achieving forgiveness, and building 
peace without forgetting, is associated with the construction of common symbols in 
recent Colombian architecture: monuments, museums, town houses, parks, public spa-
ces and shows recognize and express pain and at the same time promote coexistence 
and the dialogue.

,Rethinking concepts of learning enviroments to support innovations in higher 
education‘ 
Prof. Dr. Katja Ninnemann

This presentation shares research insights about spatial design practices as well as
innovation levels and processes to merge physical and virtual learning environments at
universities. In particular the activation of living spaces as learning spaces will be
addressed to discuss new perspectives and design strategies for creating learning
environments that fit the requirements of higher education in the 21st century.
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‘Auf Deutsch – self-study materials for beginners‘‘ 
Claudia Emmendörfer and Verena Schmid

Within the framework of the project „Self-study materials“ a learning space with a new type 
of material has been created, which should enable refugees to start learning German indi-
vidually as soon as possible. New materials called „Auf Deutsch“ have been developed and 
tested, which can be applied by volunteers. The materials have been used and evaluated at 
the reception centre for refugees in Heidelberg. The presentation will show the materials 
and describe the implementation of digitisation.

,How, where and when: learning outside of the classroom‘  
Belen Zevallos

How, where and when learning happens were the catalyst questions that inspired our 
field research. By analyzing five community schools we were able to compare the diffe-
rent learning settings of each school categorizing it through the different social forms 
of learning: from the individual to the collective whole. As a result we found that the 
meaning and definition of the “classroom” varies from school to school and has a mayor 
impact in the perception of belonging, appropriation as well as its pedagogical use. This 
project pursues the understanding of how learning is organized and how the relations-
hip between day-to-day learning and teaching is structured.

,Socio - spatial narratives of the child of Pevidém, Portugal‘  
Paula Martins

This research begins that the inhabited spaces reflect daily routines and common prac-
tices, focusing on a central issue of the same: the children. It is intended to understand 
how personal, spatial and temporal relationships are created, always questioning what 
relates them to the place experienced, assuming that children are free to appropriate 
the spaces around them, spaces designed to the adult dimension. As a study territory, 
the village of Pevidém in Portugal.

,Museums as spaces for non formal learning and the identity of the city for the 21th 
century‘ 
Rita Brandao

Learning transcends the school physical and intelectual space, engaging with the 
city, the museums, with people and their territories, assuming education as an active 
construction through space and time. This work aims to exemplify how museums, as 
spaces for significant non-formal learning, can contribute to the development of the 
community, encouraging intergenerational bonds through collaborative and participa-
tive design processes.
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,Learning Spaces in contemporary Higher Education‘  
Prof. Dr. Christine Schimek

Each learning environment is composed of a material, a cultural, a social and a technical 
dimension. Concomitant with architectural features, teaching concepts have shifted from 
teaching to learning. With our distance-learning programmes, our students create their own, 
individual physical and social learning space. We need to assess their requirements and 
solutions to be able to provide adequate support, both at the material and the cultural and 
communication level. 

,Architecture as a pedagogy of Peace in Colombian cities‘  
Karen Rojas and Michelle Urrea

Colombians have been victims of violent acts in recent decades. These events have led 
to forced displacements to the cities. Displaced people in large cities tend to stay in in-
formal settlements, often in areas of environmental risk and deficient in public services 
and urban facilities. In Bogotá the program „Works with Pedagogical Balance“ sought to 
counteract early student desertion by offering quality architecture, in addition to ensu-
ring food for exposed populations, while offering spaces for the community.




